Press Release

Third Phase of Red Ribbon Express -2012
The Red Ribbon Express (RRE) Project is being implemented by NACO in partnership with Rajiv Gandhi Foundation as a multi-sectoral project to spread awareness on HIV/AIDS and promote safe behavioral practices. The project will primarily focus on rural areas with the objective of disseminating information regarding primary prevention and services; developing an understanding about the infection to reduce stigma & discrimination against People Living with HIV/AIDS, strengthening people’s knowledge about the measures to be taken to prevent HIV/AIDS; and Adopting preventive health habits and lifestyle. The concept is a broad based multi-media, multi-sectoral mass mobilization project in the country to make it a holistic and comprehensive campaign to mobilize people’s movement against HIV/AIDS.

 The first phase of the project had been implemented during 1st Dec. 07 – 1st Dec., 08, which  evoked overwhelming response reaching out directly to 6.2 million people and developed a pool of over 68,000 trainers at district levels. The train in the first phase covered 180 stations across 24 stations. The second phase was launched to mainstream the issue of HIV/AIDS through a train that traversed over 25000 kms during the year, covering about 160 districts/halt stations and held programmes and activities in about 10000 villages. 

The third phase of RRE is being flagged off on a year long journey on the National Youth Day on January 12, 2012 from Delhi. During its year long journey, it shall transverse through163 stations across the country.  It will enter Rajasthan on January 15, 2012 for its 10-day journey across the five districts of the state including Sadulpur (Churu), Hanumangarh, Bhagat Ki Kothi (Jodhpur), Jaisalmer & Durgapura (Jaipur)
The train will reach out to general population. However, special efforts will be made to mobilize youth and women groups such as Youth (Rural & semi-urban) – 15 - 49 years, Women groups such SHGs, AWWs, ASHA, ANM, Adolescents/student  from schools & colleges such as NCC, NSS, PRI members including Zila Parishad, Block samities and village panchayat, out of school youth in the community such as NYKS, adult education, health care providers,  members of village health & sanitation committees & opinion and policy makers such as local MLAs, MPs, celebrities etc.

State level RRE Coordinating Committee has been set up at the state level under the Chairmanship of the Chief Secretary & other members while District Level Advisory & Coordination Committee has been set up under the  Chairperson of the District Collector & other member to give concrete shape to the  ambitious Red Ribbon Express Project in the state and ensure its effective implementation to achieve the expected outcomes.

Apart from this the participation and cooperation of the several Key mainstreaming Ministries/Departments include Ministry of Railways, Rural Development, Women & Child Development, Panchayati Raj, Human Resource Development, Social Justice & Empowerment, Youth Affairs & Sports and Information & Broadcasting in this direction.
 The Phase III of the Red Ribbon Express (RRE) is being implemented by NACO in partnership with Rajiv Gandhi Foundation as a multi sectoral project to spread awareness on HIV/AIDS and promote safe behavioral practices. The first & second phases of the project evoked overwhelming response. 

The Phase III of the ambitious Red Ribbon Express project is proposed to be launched on the National Youth Day on January 12, 2012 from Delhi and will enter  Rajasthan on January 15, 2012 for its 10-day  journey across the five districts of the state including Sadulpur (Churu), Hanumangarh, Bhagat Ki Kothi (Jodhpur), Jaisalmer & Durgapura (Jaipur).The RRE will consist of seven coaches. Of these seven coaches, three are proposed to be for display of educational material, one for interactive orientation/discussions and one for counseling & provision for medical services
